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Mr. Speaker, I fear that if we continue to

proceed in this manner, people will lose their
farms and members from farming communities
will be afraid to vote their consciences on the
larger bill. Let’s call an end to this political
game. Let’s free America’s family farmers and
give them the protection we all agree they de-
serve.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of H.R. 808, authorizing the
extension of chapter 12 of title 11 of the
United States Code for an additional 6
months.

Chapter 12 provides necessary protections
for family farmers with regular annual income.
Farming is a way of life not only in the heart-
land but also in the Southwest, Midwest and
Southern regions of America. We must save
America’s farms! Chapter 12 is temporary leg-
islation—we need permanent legislation—we
need a bankruptcy bill that takes into account
the financial crisis of farmers.

It is imperative that we pass permanent leg-
islation that will adequately protect families
with annual farm income. This extension of
Chapter 12 is insufficient! Farmers need per-
manent legislation that will provide adequate
and legal protection under the shield of bank-
ruptcy. Now is neither the time to play partisan
politics with bankruptcy nor America’s farmers!

We should offer permanent legislation that
will ensure the viability of agriculture and the
family farmer. Now is not the time to play par-
tisan politics with bankruptcy legislation—in an
attempt to garner support for a draconian
bankruptcy reform bill.

Chapter 12 was enacted on a temporary
basis in 1986, then extended in 1993 for an
additional 5 years—today we offer an addi-
tional 6 months of relief—Chapter 12 should
be available to farmers on a permanent basis!

If we are serious about bankruptcy legisla-
tion—let us work together to provide a system
that will safeguard the interest of the debtor,
the debtor’s family obligations and creditors. If
we are serious about bankruptcy legislation—
let us work together to pass legislation that will
provide protection for everyone, especially in-
dividuals with special circumstances like farm-
ers. There is no legitimate rationale for enact-
ing permanent bankruptcy legislation to assist
family farmers.

We must press forward and work together
to find the best way to accomplish these goals
for the benefit of all of the parties involved in
the bankruptcy process. Congress must come
together in the spirit of bipartisanship to enact
bankruptcy reform to protect everyone.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 808, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-

er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed until tomorrow.

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR FREE,
FAIR, AND TRANSPARENT ELEC-
TIONS IN INDONESIA

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 32) expressing sup-
port for, and calling for actions in sup-
port of, free, fair and transparent elec-
tions in Indonesia.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 32

Whereas Indonesia is the world’s fourth
most populous country, has the world’s larg-
est Muslim population, and has repeatedly
demonstrated itself to be a good friend of the
United States;

Whereas a stable and democratic Indonesia
can continue to play an important leadership
role in the security and stability of South-
east Asia;

Whereas Indonesian national elections in
1955 were judged to be free and fair, but more
recent elections have been far more problem-
atic;

Whereas in response to overwhelming pub-
lic demand, long-time leader (32 years)
Soeharto resigned on May 21, 1998;

Whereas elections for the House of Rep-
resentatives of Indonesia (DPR) have been
scheduled for June 7, 1999;

Whereas it is in the interests of all Indo-
nesians and friends of Indonesia that the
June 1999 elections be free, fair, and trans-
parent;

Whereas the Government of Indonesia has
welcomed international interest and tech-
nical support for the elections, under the co-
ordination of the United Nations Develop-
ment Program;

Whereas United States and international
nongovernmental organizations such as the
National Democratic Institute for Inter-
national Affairs (NDI), the Asia Foundation,
the International Republican Institute (IRI),
the International Foundation for Election
Systems (IFES), and the American Center
for International Labor Solidarity (ACILS)
are providing election assistance throughout
Indonesia; and

Whereas the active participation in elec-
tion monitoring by the international com-
munity, including the United States Con-
gress, would contribute meaningfully to the
Indonesian election: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) supports the aspirations of the Indo-
nesian people for democratic elections;

(2) urges the Government of Indonesia to
take all steps, including the provision of ade-
quate financial and administrative re-
sources, to ensure that the parliamentary
elections scheduled for June 7, 1999, are free,
fair, and transparent, according to inter-
nationally recognized standards, and that an
institutional capacity is put in place for free
and fair elections in the future;

(3) calls upon the Government of Indonesia
to enact election laws that ensure that the
will of the people is respected, both in the
parliamentary elections scheduled for June 7
and in the general session of the People’s
Consultative Assembly (MPR) that will elect
a new President and Vice President later in
1999;

(4) appeals to all political leaders and re-
sponsible persons to strive to ensure that the
campaign period remains peaceful;

(5) calls upon all Indonesian political par-
ties, the armed forces, and the pubic at large
to respect the results of free and fair elec-
tions;

(6) recognizes with approval the activities
of domestic and international nongovern-
mental organizations in the areas of voter

education, technical assistance, and election
monitoring;

(7) acknowledges the important financial
support provided by the United States Agen-
cy for International Development for the
elections;

(8) calls upon other countries to provide fi-
nancial support for the elections as well; and

(9) urges the Speaker and minority leader
of the House of Representatives to designate
congressional observers for the June 7, 1999,
election.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was

given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, as
original cosponsor of H. Res. 32, this
Member rises to express his strong sup-
port for actions in support of free, fair
and transparent elections in Indonesia.

The fourth most populous nation in
the world and a key to the stability
and prosperity of the Southeast Asia
region, Indonesia is undergoing a pro-
found political transformation in the
midst of a devastating economic crisis.
With a culturally, linguistically and
religiously diverse population of 210
million people spread over 14,000 inhab-
ited islands, Indonesia in a geographic,
ethnic and linguistic sense may be the
most complicated nation in the world.
Achieving a free and fair multiparty
election in such a country is a
daunting task, particularly since more
than four decades have passed since the
last such election in Indonesia.

Mr. Speaker, since the resignation of
former President Soeharto in May of
last year, the Government of Indonesia
has taken a number of important steps
toward the establishment of a more
open and more genuinely democratic
political system. While much remains
to be done, positive actions thus far in-
clude the lifting of restrictions on free-
dom of the press, the freeing of a num-
ber of political prisoners, and the end
to the ban on the formation of new po-
litical parties. More than 140 political
parties have been formed over the past
few months and out of that number 48
parties have officially qualified to com-
pete in the parliamentary elections
scheduled to take place on June 7. A
successful, free and fair democratic
election in June is essential to ensure
that the new Indonesian President and
Government, to be elected later this
year, in November, will have the legit-
imacy and popular support to carry
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through on difficult but badly needed
political and economic reforms.

Mr. Speaker, this Member had the
opportunity to visit Indonesia in Janu-
ary with a bipartisan delegation of
Members co-led by the distinguished
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE).
The delegation members witnessed at
firsthand the momentous events that
are occurring on a daily basis in Indo-
nesia. As a result, this Member and the
other Members on the delegation came
away impressed by the importance of
the election and the need to work to-
gether on a bipartisan basis to draft
the resolution now before the House.
Indeed, we completed most of the work
during that trip.

It was clear from the delegation’s
meeting that the Government of Indo-
nesia would also welcome the presence
of congressional observers for the elec-
tion under the coordination of the
United Nations Development Program,
UNDP. The resolution, therefore, ex-
presses its support for adequate assist-
ance for the U.S. Government to sup-
port election training programs, voter
education and election monitoring. It
calls upon the Speaker, therefore, and
the Minority Leader to designate such
observers. And it warns of the danger
of missing this opportunity to promote
peace and democracy in this critically
important country where the con-
sequences of failure are potentially
very severe and very much contrary to
the best interests of U.S.-Indonesian
relations.

Mr. Speaker, although it is not the
subject of the resolution now before us,
many will also note with appreciation
the recent dramatic developments con-
cerning East Timor. For the first time,
the Government of Indonesia has stat-
ed that if the people of East Timor do
not accept the broad autonomy pack-
age now being negotiated under United
Nations auspices, a breakthrough ini-
tiative in itself, then Indonesia would
grant East Timor its independence.
The latest round of these negotiations
is taking place in New York this week.
As a matter of fact, tomorrow. This
Member knows that many of his col-
leagues will join him in wishing for a
prompt and successful outcome in
these negotiations between Portugal
and Indonesia.

This Member notes with appreciation
the cosponsorship of this resolution by
the distinguished gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. KOLBE) and all other mem-
bers of the delegation that visited In-
donesia in January, including the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN), the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER), the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA), the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER), the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. KUYKENDALL). This
Member urges all of his colleagues to
support H.Res. 32.

Mr. Speaker, I note with great appre-
ciation the assistance of the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), my dis-

tinguished ranking member, who has
also cosponsored this legislation as has
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. UNDER-
WOOD) and several other Members on
both sides of the aisle.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for the
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me first express my appreciation
to the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
BEREUTER) for bringing this resolution
to the body. I rise in strong support of
this resolution, and, Mr. Speaker, I
first visited Indonesia in 1956. It was a
country of enormous promise. It clear-
ly is one of the wealthiest nations on
this planet in terms of natural re-
sources, and it has enormous human
resources which, had they been led by
farsighted and democratic leadership,
would now be one of the most success-
ful societies on the face of this planet.
That clearly is not the case.

Cronyism, corruption, lack of democ-
racy, Mr. Speaker, resulted in a series
of horrendously bad economic decisions
which, when the Asian economic crisis
erupted, forced Indonesia into an eco-
nomic downward spiral. Millions of In-
donesians are suffering and are on the
verge of starvation and economic disas-
ter.

Our resolution expresses support for
free, fair and transparent elections in
Indonesia. It was reported out of the
House Committee on International Re-
lations last week with strong biparti-
san support. We are pleased that Indo-
nesia will have elections in June, and
these elections will probably be the
most important elections in the his-
tory of this young and potentially
promising society.

Our resolution supports the demo-
cratic aspirations of the Indonesian
people and calls on all Indonesian citi-
zens, of whatever ethnic background,
to strive for a peaceful campaign and
to respect fully the results of the elec-
tions. The resolution urges the govern-
ment of Indonesia to take all steps nec-
essary to ensure that the June elec-
tions are free and fair and transparent,
and it also expects that the election
laws under which the elections will
take place will stand up to democratic
scrutiny.

Our resolution is strongly supportive
of all domestic and international non-
governmental organizations and the
government of the United States in the
areas of voter education, technical as-
sistance and election monitoring, and
the resolution calls on other demo-
cratic societies that care about the fu-
ture of Indonesia to provide similar
aid.

Mr. Speaker, these Indonesian elec-
tions in a country of over 200 million
people could be a history-making step
in making Southeast Asia an arena of
democracy. It will at long last take
root. It is critical that we have con-

gressional observers during the course
of these elections. It is critical that the
American media be represented in full
force. We must not allow the still ex-
isting anti-democratic forces to take
control of these elections, and I ask all
of my colleagues to support H.R. 32.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE).

(Mr. KOLBE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate very much the gentleman from
Nebraska yielding this time to me, and
I also appreciate his bringing this reso-
lution to the floor. I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 32.

In January, along with the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER),
I had the honor of leading an official
delegation that went to Indonesia as
well as other countries of Asia. I was
moved by the spirit that we saw in In-
donesia and struck by the daunting
economic and political crisis that faces
that Nation. President Soeharto, who
ruled Indonesia for over 30 years, left a
tremendous political void in the wake
of his resignation last year. Although
he had brought stability and economic
growth to Indonesia during the years
that he ruled, when he left there was a
tremendous void of institutions
equipped to handle a true democracy.

So today, with a precarious economic
situation, we also find a very precar-
ious political situation.

President Habibie faces a tremendous
challenge in helping steer Indonesia to-
ward democracy. To some degree I be-
lieve that President Habibie has met
this challenge. He has instituted a se-
ries of steps, including the release of
political prisoners, and he has provided
greater press liberties. He has ordered
investigations into human rights viola-
tions and granted labor unions and po-
litical parties the right to organize. He
has introduced and supported a series
of election laws which will provide the
framework for elections in Indonesia in
June of this year.

But the question still remains, is it
too little and is it too late? Indonesia
remains a very close ally of the United
States. Continued stability in that
country is critical. It is critical to sta-
bility throughout all of Southeast Asia
and, to a lesser degree, to the rest of
Asia and the rest of the developing
world, and that stability in Indonesia
is intimately tied to elections that are
free and fair and transparent.

Should this election process fail, I
think the worst could happen. Cer-
tainly we should fear the worst of civil
unrest, and that would have ominous
consequences for Indonesia and the re-
gion.

Unfortunately little will get done fi-
nancially or economically in this coun-
try until after these elections take
place. Because these elections are fun-
damental to creating political stabil-
ity, to achieving economic reform, the
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international community must take a
lead role in helping to ensure that the
elections are conducted freely and fair-
ly and that they are seen as being cred-
ible.

The United States has an immense
interest in ensuring that the elections
are free and open, and we have an im-
mense international credibility that we
can lend to this process. If we do not
have progress on the political front, it
is very difficult to see how we are
going to make progress on the eco-
nomic front afterwards.

So, Mr. Speaker, I believe the United
States must take a leading role in as-
suring that the elections scheduled for
this June are free and fair, and I pledge
my strong support to assuring that
that takes place. This resolution is one
way for us as a Nation, as a Congress,
to go on record in support of these elec-
tions, these free and open elections,
and I commend the gentleman for
bringing this resolution to the floor.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for his eloquent statement, as well as
that of the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS).

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Before yielding to my colleague from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER), let me just
say that some of us are particularly
concerned with respect to Indonesia
with the plight of the Chinese ethnic
minority in that country. In the vio-
lent eruptions following the economic
collapse there was a severe persecution
of the Chinese ethnic minority involv-
ing large-scale rapes and abuse of
women. The Indonesian government
will need to understand that for it to
be accepted into the family of civilized
nations it will have to guarantee all
human rights to all citizens of Indo-
nesia irrespective of their ethnic back-
ground.

Let me also say, as one who has been
seized with the issue of East Timor and
its population, that we welcome the fa-
vorable direction in which matters are
now moving. But the people of East
Timor, as indeed the Chinese ethnic
minority in Indonesia, are entitled to
live under a government of their own
choice. They are entitled to all human
rights, as are indeed all ethnic groups
on the face of this planet. This election
will give Indonesia an opportunity to
abandon its former failed ways and to
move towards a democratic and pros-
perous society.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER), my friend, who has just
completed a very interesting and suc-
cessful trip to the region.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding this
time to me. I strongly identify with his
comments, and it is a pleasure for me
to share a few moments this afternoon
with my colleagues, the gentleman

from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE),
who so ably led our delegation in the
recent CODEL dealing with some of the
economic problems of Southeast Asia. I
have forever, I think, seared in my
mind more than any of the other stops
along the way during our visit in that
troubled region, the visions of what
happened in Indonesia. It has been al-
ready mentioned on the floor of this
Chamber that this is a huge country. It
is the fourth most populous in the
world. It has the largest Muslim popu-
lation. It is spread out over 15,000 is-
lands, most of which are inhabited, but
two statistics loom large in my mind:

One is that of this vast population,
over half are now at or below the Indo-
nesian poverty level and that in this
context they have moved forward to
move from three political parties to
over 140, and in three short months
they are going to attempt without any
real election infrastructure to admin-
ister their first democratic election in
over 40 years.

It is a country that is troubled on
several levels. The gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) mentioned the
tragedy of East Timor, where over
200,000 people have been killed in sense-
less violence in the last 25 years. There
is also another violence that is occur-
ring in this vast archipelago where we
have a violence against the environ-
ment, where driven by economic im-
peratives and poor infrastructure they
are exploiting the forests, the coral
reefs, the endangered species and the
fishing stock. If we are not active in
this region, there will be environ-
mental damage that will have impacts
throughout Southeast Asia and the
world for years to come.

I strongly commend to this Chamber
adoption of the resolution and our
being forthright as to why these elec-
tions are so critical. Over 125,000 poll-
ing places are going to be staffed. We
need to give our support for this effort.

Second and implicit here, and I hope
that we find ways to make it explicit
on the floor of this House and with our
own personal involvement, is the
American pressure to deal with these
forces of transition as they try and cor-
rect their economy, as they try and
have a military that makes a transi-
tion to a civil society and dealing with
these environmental and ethnic issues
that have been mentioned. There is an
opportunity for Members of this Con-
gress to be active both in the observa-
tion of the election process and making
sure that we step forward with the ap-
propriate aid for this giant country. I
cannot conceive of any place in the
world where our time and our money
will be better spent, will have more im-
pact than in Indonesia.

Mr. Speaker, for most Americans In-
donesia is sort of the country that was
the background for the movie, ‘‘Year of
Living Dangerously’’. They have
maybe some vague recollection of what
has happened in East Timor. They may
have some sense of this being the
former colony of the Dutch East Indies.

b 1330
We must, on this floor, find ways to

make this image more real and more
impactful, because we cannot afford to
avoid making our responsibilities
known as we help them deal with the
change to which they are being sub-
jected.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER) for his support and his
assistance. It was important not only
to stress the fundamental importance
of this election but, as the gentleman
suggested, some of the burdens or dif-
ficulties that face Indonesia in prepar-
ing for these elections. Those of us that
watched the election preparations, the
infrastructure being put in place in
smaller, less complicated countries
like Namibia or Nicaragua, are quite
concerned about the ability to put ev-
erything together in time to have that
free, fair and transparent election.

The United Nations Development
Program is serving as the coordinating
entity for all of the bilateral and inter-
national assistance from NGOs and
from our government, and so I think
that is a good way to proceed and we
will hope that the resources that are
necessary are called upon in a timely
fashion by the Indonesian government.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. STEARNS), who has an in-
terest in this subject.

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my distinguished colleague, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER)
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I also rise in support of
House Resolution 32. I would say to my
colleagues, I also had a similar resolu-
tion in the last Congress, which was
House Resolution 281. This had biparti-
san support with the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the gentleman
from California (Mr. ROHRBACHER) and
also the gentleman from Rhode Island
(Mr. KENNEDY), the gentleman from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the gentle-
woman from Georgia (Ms. MCKINNEY).

I want to put into the record some of
the things in this House resolution be-
cause I think Mr. Habibie might want
to adopt some of the things that were
in my House resolution, so just as a
matter of record and courtesy, I would
like to provide that.

My House resolution expressed a
sense of Congress that the United
States should support a complete tran-
sition that will lead immediately to a
democratically-elected nonmilitary
government in Indonesia, which in-
cludes, one, the release of all political
prisoners; two, legalization of political
organizing activities; international
monitoring of human rights conditions;
roundtable all-party discussion; a tran-
sitional government of national unity;
of course, democratic elections; a truth
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commission to address past political
crimes; and recognition that past in-
justices require redress.

As many have already pointed out,
we are heartened by the transitional
government of President Habibie and
the fact that he has scheduled elections
on June 7. I hope later this year he will
schedule elections for president and
vice president. I think many of us
would have preferred elections earlier
but I can understand the need for sta-
bility in the transition.

Congress and the United States must
speak with a strong voice. We are doing
that this afternoon in supporting free
democratic elections. This resolution
does so, and I compliment the authors.
The international community should
understand the United States is serious
here and we will make an investment
of legislation and House resolutions to
make our point.

We need to continue to transmit our
belief to Indonesia about Americans’
constitutional history that places the
power of government solely in the
hands of democratically elected civil-
ians, and the House and the Senate
have an opportunity to communicate
those principles by adopting this House
resolution.

I commend the authors, and I thank
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) for the time.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his comments
and for his long interest in this subject
and for his support today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to my friend and colleague,
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. UNDER-
WOOD).

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) for yielding. I also thank
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) and all of my colleagues for
introducing this very timely resolution
calling for fair and free elections in In-
donesia.

Mr. Speaker, as the westernmost ter-
ritory of the United States, Guam is
the closest American neighbor to Indo-
nesia and we are as concerned as the
rest of the Asian Pacific region regard-
ing the plight of its people. Indonesia is
strategically located in the Pacific and
controls important waterways vital to
our American interests. In addition, as
has been pointed out, it boasts the
fourth largest population in the world,
as well as access to rich natural re-
sources.

These factors ensure Indonesia’s piv-
otal role in the Southeast Asian region
and the world. Its leadership roles in
the Association of South East Asian
Nations, the ASEAN Regional Forum
and APEC are testimonies to its impor-
tant role as a regional stabilizer.

We as Americans should always stand
strong in support of democratic proc-
esses throughout the world in small
and large nations alike, but in this par-
ticular instance, in Indonesia’s in-

stance, the stability of the region de-
pends upon seeing in place in Indonesia
a country with a functioning democ-
racy which recognizes the rule of law
and the will of the people and which
recognizes the ethnic diversity that is
Indonesia, and which also extends the
benefits of its vast resources and eco-
nomic potential to all sectors of soci-
ety. This is why free, fair and trans-
parent elections are critical during the
June elections this year.

Triggered by the Asian financial cri-
sis 2 years ago, we have seen the fall of
the authoritarian regime in Indonesia
and the emergence of a more active and
vocal Indonesian electorate ready to
take on the responsibility of electing
their officials.

H. Res. 32 calls for peaceful, trans-
parent, fair and responsible elections. I
fully support this resolution, not only
on behalf of democracy but on behalf of
national security and human rights,
and I would also like to take the oppor-
tunity to congratulate Indonesia for
going in the right direction on East
Timor.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, before
yielding time to my good friend and
colleague, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE), let me call
the attention of all Members here to
the extraordinary profile that the New
York Times ran on this remarkable
Member of our body. I was very proud
and pleased to read the well-deserved
accolades that the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) received in
the Times.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE), to speak on this issue.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I guess I will take the same
number of seconds and minutes to
thank my good friend, the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), for what
has been years and years of commit-
ment to this very important issue and
as well his both legacy and continuing
service in the Congress.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important
issue on human rights. Let me thank
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) for his leadership along, with
the gentleman from New York (Chair-
man GILMAN), for continuously being
at the cutting edge of ensuring that
the words that we speak here on the
Floor of the House are translated into
our foreign policy and foreign rela-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to enthusiasti-
cally support H. Res. 32, which I think
very succinctly calls upon the govern-
ment of Indonesia to do something that
we in America have come to expect,
whether it is our local school bond
election or city council elections, or
whether or not we are electing the
President of the United States. We be-
lieve in unfettered access to the right
to elect those of our choice.

I believe this is an important state-
ment to call upon the government of

Indonesia to enact election laws that
ensure that the will of the people is re-
spected, both in the parliamentary
elections scheduled for June 7 and in
the general session of the People’s
Consultive Assembly. We are appealing
to all of the political leaders and re-
sponsible persons to strive to ensure
that the campaign for peace remains
peaceful.

I am very much aware of the good
works of our committee, that deals in
international relations, as it related to
last week’s elections in Nigeria. It is
important that we mix the concepts of
foreign relations, foreign policy, the
idea of business exchange with the
question of human rights and the free
access to democracy. If we had not
done that in years past, we would not
have some of the stable situations
going on in places where democracy
had not been heard of.

In instances where the Berlin Wall
stood, it was our voices that helped to
bring it down, and so I would ask that
we support H. Res. 32 and bring to Indo-
nesia a friend, a shining democracy.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 32,
calling for Open Elections in Indonesia.

This body has been a fervent supporter of
groups and nations, which have chosen to
embrace the principles and ideals of democ-
racy.

A basic a tenant of our democracy has been
the peaceful transition of legislative and exec-
utive authority. Our nation and the world wit-
ness a shinning example of this as every four
years our nation holds a presidential election.
Despite the acrimony of the presidential cam-
paign, our nation has consistently transferred
the power of the presidency in a peaceful and
fair manner.

The peaceful transition that has character-
ized American elections has unfortunately not
been the case in Indonesia.

Most casual observers would agree that In-
donesia elections have been problematic at
best. In Indonesia, free and fair elections have
been replaced by anarchy, chaos, and the
lack of recognition of democratically elected
officials.

Beginning with Indonesia’s independence,
through the Presidency of Suharto, Indo-
nesia’s elections have been marred by vio-
lence.

The armed forces of Indonesia have been
cited by human rights observers for human
rights abuses such as torture, extra-judicial
killings and the imprisonment of East Timor-
ese advocating independence.

In light of these past abuses Mr. Speaker; it
is poignant that this Body urge the Indonesian
government to conduct its upcoming elections
in a free and fair manner.

This Resolution would send a message to
citizens, political parties, and the military com-
munity that the viability of a democracy rests
in part on the respect with which this process
is fulfilled.

These parties should adhere to the Amer-
ican model in carrying out their elections, by
conducting them in a free and fair manner.
This body stands ready to assist the Indo-
nesians in the carrying forth of the election
process with any assistance necessary.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the members of this
body to support this resolution and assist the
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Indonesian people in strengthen their democ-
racy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Without objection, the
balance of the majority’s time will be
controlled by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN).

There was no objection.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve

the balance of my time.
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-

lighted to yield as much time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI), a voice for
human rights in all of Asia and indeed
in a global sense, my colleague and
neighbor from San Francisco, who has
been a champion of human rights ever
since she joined us in this body. It has
been with a great deal of pleasure and
pride that I have followed her incred-
ibly successful and articulate struggles
for the rights of oppressed people ev-
erywhere to live in freedom and de-
cency.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my distinguished colleague, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
for yielding the time, and for his very,
very generous remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the makers
of this resolution and rise in support of
it, but in doing so I first want to ac-
knowledge the considerable contribu-
tion of our colleague, the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) to human
rights throughout the world. Everyone
has known for a long time, certainly in
our city and in the State of California
we have taken great pride in the lead-
ership of the gentleman from Califor-
nia (Mr. LANTOS). Now the whole world
knows more about where his leadership
and his drive on promoting human
rights springs from and, of course, it
was his own experience in the Holo-
caust. He has moral authority. He has
knowledge. He has exercised leader-
ship. So I am honored to be recognized
by him to speak on this important res-
olution.

This resolution urging free and fair
elections in Indonesia is important be-
cause promoting freedom, and free and
fair elections, is important, but also
because Indonesia is in a fragile state
at this time.

It is just a matter of months since
the fall of Soeharto and now many,
many parties, scores of political par-
ties, are lining up for the elections.

We have some issues, we have, some
of us in this Congress, with Indonesia,
and that would be the resolution of the
situation in East Timor and that looks
promising now; the situation in terms
of the role of the military in a civilian
society, that was better before, has
worsened and hopefully these elections
will return the military to its appro-
priate role in a civilian society.

Most recently, there was concern in
Congress, and it continues, on the
treatment of the ethnic Chinese popu-
lation in Indonesia, particularly with
the rapes that happened of the Indo-
nesian Chinese women. Those are no
longer alleged. They are admitted to in

reports from the government, and
many of us in Congress have written to
the Indonesian government, to the
President, urging that the disposition
of that issue be central to our relation-
ship with the Indonesians.

We have concerns generally about
human rights in Indonesia and also
about the conflicts between Muslims
and Christians and how the govern-
ment is dealing with that. Nothing
could create a better climate for toler-
ance in the diverse country that Indo-
nesia is than the legitimacy of a free
and fair election.

We anticipate that with great hope.
We urge the Indonesian government to
do everything in its power to make
sure the elections are free and fair, and
we look forward to working on many
issues, some of which I named here,
with the newly-elected Indonesian gov-
ernment. That includes, of course, the
members of parliament there, too.

It is a very diverse country, as I have
said. There are many, many, many dif-
ferent fragments in Indonesia. The
country could disintegrate but I think
that that prospect would be diminished
greatly if the elections were free and
fair and the new government were le-
gitimate and was addressing some of
the concerns I mentioned in terms of
respecting everyone in that diverse so-
ciety, as well as respecting the appro-
priate role of the military in a civilian
society.

Again, I commend the leadership of
the committee, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN), and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER)
on the subcommittee, my colleague,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS), and the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. GEJDENSON) for their
leadership in bringing this to this floor
and I hope we will have a unanimous
vote in support of it.

b 1345

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentlewoman’s observations.

We have no more requests for time.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
I want to commend the gentleman

from California (Mr. LANTOS) and the
Members who have spoken on the floor
today in support of this resolution. I
thank the gentlewoman from Califor-
nia (Ms. PELOSI) for her remarks.

I want to commend the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER), the
distinguished chairman of our Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific, for
introducing this timely resolution that
calls for free, fair and transparent elec-
tions in Indonesia, and I am proud to
cosponsor this resolution.

H. Res. 32 appropriately calls for free
and fair elections in Indonesia this
June and supports the aspirations of
the Indonesian people for democratic
elections and greater political freedom.

Indonesia is a country in transition,
and I believe it is incumbent upon our
Nation, as a world-leading democracy,
to provide the necessary support to the

Indonesian government and hopeful
people of that large country, to bring
about credible elections, and we all
recognize it is not going to be any
small task.

I also want to commend American
NGOs, such as IRI, NDI and IFES, and
others, for the important work that
they have been doing to try to bring
about a democratic transition in the
world’s fourth most populous nation.

Finally, I would call upon all parties
in Indonesia to refrain from political,
ethnic or religious violence. I hope we
can achieve an early, equitable and
nonviolent resolution to the East
Timor issue. I would advocate contin-
ued reform in political, economic and
social arenas in Indonesia’s society.

Indonesia is at a critical juncture in
its history. Historic changes have al-
ready taken place since President
Soeharto stepped down last year. It is
our hope that we will soon welcome In-
donesia into the family of democratic
nations after free and fair elections
that will be held there this summer.
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to adopt this measure, H.R.
32, in support of reform and democracy
in Indonesia.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of H. Res. 32, and its goal of free and
fair and transparent elections in Indonesia be-
ginning with the parliamentary elections on
June 7. I would like to point out however, that
the resolution fails to mention the on-going
and extreme occurrences of human rights
abuses on the part of the Indonesian military
in the areas of occupied East Timor and oth-
ers. Violations of human rights continue and it
is critical that these abuses are addressed as
well as the need for a free and fair election.

Congress must continue to call on the U.S.
administration and the Indonesian government
directly for the implementation of the introduc-
tion of international monitors in East Timor,
and disarming paramilitary units that the Indo-
nesian military arming and supporting.

Last week, Secretary of State, Albright vis-
ited with Xanana Gusmao in Jakarta. At that
time the Secretary said that ‘‘We see an ur-
gent need to stabilize the situation through
disarmament of all paramilitary forces, as
Xanana Gusmao has proposed and General
Wiranto supports,’’ and that ‘‘We favor con-
fidence-building measures, such as a reduc-
tion in the number of troops, and an inter-
national presence to reduce the prospects for
future violence.’’ It is critical that this Congress
follow through on these statements, and as-
sure that the East Timorese people are freed
from Indonesian sponsored violence in addi-
tion to supporting free and fair elections.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of this resolution. The presidential
election scheduled for June is the first election
for President since President Suharto stepped
down last year. This is an opportunity for Indo-
nesia to move into a new era of stability and
prosperity.

Indonesia has been wracked by economic
crisis. The international community wants to
help the Indonesian people recover from their
current economic difficulties. Indonesia has
been, and should continue to be, an important
regional ally for the United States. However,
Indonesia’s international reputation has been
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tarnished by the Suharto government’s brutal
occupation of East Timor, the grave human
rights abuses committed by the Indonesian
military in East Timor and in Indonesia, its lack
of respect for democracy and the corrupt cro-
nyism that enabled the economy to grow but
disenfranchised large portions of the popu-
lation.

Thousands of brave Indonesians took the
streets last year calling for an end to the
Buharto regime and the beginning of truly
democratic political system which allowed for
multi-party participation. They were tired of
President Suharto’s administration and its cor-
ruption. They demanded free and fair elec-
tions. They deserve to have them. It is their
right to have them.

This is an opportunity for Indonesia to follow
the way of Taiwan, South Korea, and the Phil-
ippines, Asian countries who have success-
fully transformed themselves into pluralistic,
multi-party democracies.

President Habibie has every incentive to
make the June elections as free and as fair as
international standards dictate. If he does so
and continues to take steps to resolve the cri-
sis in East Timor in a manner that respects
the wishes and views of the people of East
Timor, Indonesia’s reputation will be enhanced
and the international community will have
great incentive to embrace the new govern-
ment. There are many good benefits that can
come from this—both for the Indonesian gov-
ernment and for the Indonesian people. The
key is in the hands of the Habibie government.
By the manner in which they conduct the June
elections, they hold the key to the future sta-
bility and prosperity of Indonesia.

I commend Mr. BEREUTER and Mr. LANTOS
for sponsoring this resolution. I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution,
House Resolution 32.

The question was taken.
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed until tomorrow.
f

SENSE OF CONGRESS URGING
CRITICISM OF PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES IN CHINA AND
TIBET AT ANNUAL MEETING OF
UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION
ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H.Con.Res. 28) ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that
the United States should introduce and
make all efforts necessary to pass a
resolution criticizing the People’s Re-
public of China for its human rights
abuses in China and Tibet at the an-

nual meeting of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 28

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China has signed two important
United Nations human rights treaties, the
International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights and the International Covenant
on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China recognizes the United Na-
tions Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which calls for the protection of the
rights of freedom of association, press, as-
sembly, religion, and other fundamental
rights and freedoms;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China demonstrates a pattern of
continuous, serious, and widespread viola-
tions of internationally recognized human
rights standards, including violations of the
rights described in the preceding clause and
the following:

(1) restricting nongovernmental political
and social organizations;

(2) cracking down on film directors, com-
puter software developers, artists, and the
press, including threats of life prison terms;

(3) sentencing poet and writer, Ma Zhe, to
seven years in prison on charges of subver-
sion for publishing an independent literary
journal;

(4) sentencing three pro-democracy activ-
ists, Xu Wenli, Wang Youcai, and Qing
Yongmin, to long prison sentences in Decem-
ber 1998 for the announced effort to organize
an alternative political party committed to
democracy and respect for human rights;

(5) sentencing Zhang Shanguang to prison
for ten years for giving Radio Free Asia in-
formation about farmer protests in Hunan
province;

(6) putting on trial businessman Lin Hai
for providing e-mail addresses to a pro-de-
mocracy Internet magazine based in the
United States;

(7) arresting, harassing, and torturing
members of the religious community who
worship outside of official Chinese churches;

(8) refusing the United Nations High Com-
missioner on Human Rights access to the
Panchen Lama, Gendun Choekyı́ Nyima;

(9) continuing to engage in coercive family
planning practices, including forced abortion
and forced sterilization; and

(10) operating a system of prisons and
other detention centers in which gross
human rights violations, including torture,
slave labor, and the commercial harvesting
of human organs from executed prisoners,
continue to occur;

Whereas repression in Tibet has increased
steadily, resulting in heightened control on
religious activity, a denunciation campaign
against the Dalai Lama unprecedented since
the Cultural Revolution, an increase in polit-
ical arrests, the secret trial and sentencing
of former Middlebury College Fulbright
Scholar and Tibetan ethnomusicologist
Ngawang Choephel to 18 years in prison on
espionage charges, and suppression of peace-
ful protests, and the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China refuses direct dia-
logue with the Dalai Lama or his representa-
tives on a negotiated solution for Tibet;

Whereas the annual meeting of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, provides a forum for dis-
cussing human rights and expressing inter-
national support for improved human rights
performance;

Whereas during his July 1998 visit to the
People’s Republic of China, President Clin-
ton correctly affirmed the necessity of ad-

dressing human rights in United States-
China relations; and

Whereas the United States did not sponsor
a resolution on China’s human rights record
at the 1998 session of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that the United States—

(1) should introduce and make all efforts
necessary to pass a resolution criticizing the
People’s Republic of China for its human
rights abuses in China and Tibet at the an-
nual meeting of the United Nations Commis-
sion on Human Rights; and

(2) should immediately contact other gov-
ernments to urge them to cosponsor and sup-
port such a resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to thank the chairman and
the ranking minority member of the
Subcommittee on International Oper-
ations and Human Rights and the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific for
acting expeditiously on H. Con. Res. 28,
a resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that our Nation should intro-
duce and make all efforts necessary to
pass a resolution criticizing the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for its human
rights abuses in China and Tibet at the
next annual meeting of the United Na-
tions Commission on Human Rights.

In a December 22, 1998 speech com-
memorating the 20th anniversary of
the Third Plenary Session of the 11th
Communist Party Central Committee,
China’s President and Party Secretary
Jiang Zemin stated that China needed
to ‘‘nip those factors that undermine
social stability in the bud, no matter
where they come from.’’ In that very
same speech Jiang emphasized, ‘‘the
Western mode of political systems
must never be copied.’’ Soon after
those remarks, arrests were made of
key dissidents. To this very day, the
crackdown on China’s fledgling democ-
racy movement continues.

The Democracy Wall movement in
the late 1970s and the Hundred Flowers
Campaign in the late 1950s were periods
when citizens were first encouraged to
express their beliefs, and then subse-
quently they were severely persecuted
for their criticism of the Communist
Party and their desire for democracy.
Similarly, the period before President
Clinton visited China in June also saw
an easing of political repression by the
authorities, though some of us were
concerned that this was only a tem-
porary change and that the govern-
ment would, as it has, indeed, revert to
form.

Some so-called China experts would
have us believe that this is a cyclical
historical process. But having seen it
done so many times, it appears to us to
be a method to flush out dissidents and
to be able to preserve power.
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